William "Bill" J. Pittz
July 26, 1933 - January 24, 2020

Our loving father, grandfather, brother, uncle, and friend, William (Bill) Joseph Pittz passed
peacefully Jan. 24, 2020, surrounded by his loving wife and family.
Bill was born July 26, 1933, raised on the family farm in Mineral Point, Wisc. His
disciplined work ethic led him to obtain a degree in Industrial Arts and Mathematics, and
pursue a successful career that lasted through his retirement last October.
He was proud of his career accomplishments, but it was his family and friends that he
cherished most. He worked hard and played hard. Winter weekends were spent ice
skating, sledding and skiing with his six young daughters, giving his loving wife of 63 years
respite. Summer days were spent at Rock Dam, where he taught many children the art of
water skiing. He never missed a year to send Valentine wishes to his girls. Following in his
own Dad's shoes, his grandkids could never leave the house without a game of "got you
last" tag; surely to aggravate his daughters that wanted to get home.
Those that knew him were touched by his kind heart, sparkling eyes, inviting smile, and
hearty laugh. He was a loyal, lifetime friend and considered all of his friends, family. His
passion for life was contagious. There is no doubt that in his final days, he was telling God
he needed ten more years - as did his family and friends.
Bill is survived by his wife Donna Bunbury Pittz, Daughters: Renee (Sam Pobjecky, Corey
Pierce); Jean (Ron Daggett, Kyle and Brett Daggett); Kim (Jim Ward, Karly and Paige
Sopcic); Sharon (Kirk Sinclair); Kelli Pittz (Christopher, Jessica and Kelsi Berlinghof);
Kathy (Larry Welborn, Claire). He is also survived by his brothers: Clarence (Bonnie Pittz),
Frank, Greg (Linda Pittz), and his sister Marge Ruth; as well as two great grandchildren
and many nieces and nephews. Bill was preceded in death by his parents Wilbur and
Anne Pittz, his sister Agnes and Bill Meyers, sister-in-law Joanne Pittz and brother-in-law
Hal Ruth.
While his passing leaves a huge void in our hearts, they are also filled with wonderful
memories and laughter. Rest in peace Dad, you got us last!
A funeral mass will be held 10:30 A.M. Thursday January 30, 2020 at St. Thomas Aquinas
Catholic Church in Freeport. Visitation will be from 3-7:00 P.M Wednesday at Burke-Tubbs
Funeral Home in Freeport, with a scripture service beginning at 3:00. there will also be a
visitation Thursday from 9:30 A.M. until the time of service at the church. Entombment will

take place at Oakland Mausoleum. In lieu of flowers a memorial has been established in
William's memory.

Comments

“

4 files added to the album Obituary Wall

Burke Tubbs Funeral Home - October 14, 2021 at 10:08 AM

“

2 files added to the album Dad

Burke Tubbs Funeral Home - October 14, 2021 at 10:08 AM

“

1 file added to the album Dad

Burke Tubbs Funeral Home - July 06, 2021 at 02:28 PM

“

Deepest sympathies to Mrs. Pitts and all the daughters. Mr. Pitts was our basketball
coach at St. James. I miss all yhpsr great times. May family and friends comfort you.
Mr. Pitts will be missed.

Steps of Light - February 03, 2020 at 12:00 AM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket - January 29, 2020 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Donna and family I'm so sorry about bill My prays with you and your family Bill
was wonderful man and good friend and he had a wonderful smile too May god bless
you and your family your friend Jon Ferguson

Golf - January 29, 2020 at 12:00 AM

“

January 28, 2020 at 12:00 AM

“

January 28, 2020 at 12:00 AM

“

January 28, 2020 at 12:00 AM

“

Secret Garden Basket - January 28, 2020 at 12:00 AM

“

Pink Potpourri Bouquet - January 28, 2020 at 12:00 AM

“

Blooming Garden Basket - January 28, 2020 at 12:00 AM

“

Anything for You - January 28, 2020 at 12:00 AM

“

Serene Retreat - January 28, 2020 at 12:00 AM

“

Bill, or Mr. Pittz as I knew him, will be greatly missed. He will always remain one of
the key parts of my early days in Rockford when we'd ride the neighborhood on
bicycles, play basketball in the driveways, and probably drive all our parents crazy.
Thanks for all the breakfasts in the park, tours of your hardware store, energetic
Bear-Packer rivalries, and lots and lots of laughs.

January 28, 2020 at 12:00 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue - January 28, 2020 at 12:00 AM

“

Fondly remember going to Rock Dam Lake to Bill and Donna's cabin with Brian B
and the clan. They are the nicest people I've ever met. They raised a family of
beautiful daughters. Also cherish the memories of hunting with Bill. Donna and girls,
you are in my thoughts and prayers. Bob Wagner

Butterfly - January 28, 2020 at 12:00 AM

“

Hi ya old bum. I have years of memories with you that I'll never let go of, but here are
some of my favorite: You and Grandma took care of me after my wisdom teeth were
pulled and I was real buzzed lol. We'd play horse/basketball in the driveway together.
You let me practice how to drive before I turned 16. You helped my green thumb out!
You'd put me to work in the garden but we always brought flowers in for Grandma
after, and I loved counting how many potatoes were in each pile as you turned them
over (I would also ask you tomato plant questions for years to come lol). I'm a better
euchre player because of you. You and Grandma attended so many of my sporting
events as a kid and you'd even drive to Iowa & Milwaukee just to take me out to
dinner and refill my cookie jar. I shot my first BB gun with you! We spent so much
time together at Rock Dam and it was always a blast. Any sleepover we'd have,
you'd be sure to make me homemade popcorn or take me out for ice-cream. I got
excited every Christmas when you'd bring me with you to buy Grandma a special
piece of jewelry or Waterford Crystal. I adored when you'd call me names like
forstup, stick in the mud or punkin. But more than any of these, I'm just going to miss
you. Even with 6 daughter and tons of grandkids, I have no idea how you were able
to make each one of us feel so special. I love you Grandpa

January 28, 2020 at 12:00 AM

“

Bill Pittz was a gentle man who always had a kind word and a smile. I loved talking to
him when I came to Freeport to look at a special project as it related to lighting. Bill
will be missed by many. Patti Thayer

January 28, 2020 at 12:00 AM

“

Gracious Lavender Basket - January 27, 2020 at 12:00 AM

“

America the Beautiful - January 27, 2020 at 12:00 AM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum - January 27, 2020 at 12:00 AM

“

Written in the Stars - January 27, 2020 at 12:00 AM

“

Hi Renee. So so sad for the loss of your Dad. I hope you and your family will be ok.

January 27, 2020 at 12:00 AM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum - January 27, 2020 at 12:00 AM

“

Love's Tapestry - January 27, 2020 at 12:00 AM

“

Bill has passed on, but our great memories of his jokes, stories, energy and
compassion will never ever leave us! I feel very fortunate to have had the opportunity
to become a friend of Bill's. I'm grateful to have many priceless memories of golf trips
with Bill, Billy and Larry. I'll never forget the time when the whole Gun Club dining
room gathered around and were all laughing together at Bills jokes. May God Bless
Donna and his family, who he loved dearly. We will miss him. -Doug Cross

January 27, 2020 at 12:00 AM

“

Beautiful Dreams - January 27, 2020 at 12:00 AM

“

Beautiful Dreams - January 27, 2020 at 12:00 AM

“

My heart shares your sadness of Bill leaving his time on Earth.. He was a great man,
with a heart of gold. My fondest memory with Bill was from many years ago. Bill
worked for us in our Family Business in Rockford. One day I was on my way to work
and had a stop in the South side of Rockford. As I got out of my car, I slipped on
some black ice and broke my ankle. I dove to the Company by pushing my broken
ankle down on the gas, and managed to get into my office. Bill stopped what he was
doing and helped get me to the emergency room for x-rays. (broke in 3 places). The
doctors kept calling Bill Mr. Landers. We both got a kick out of that and neither of us
corrected the Doctors. After that fun time, I called Bill Mr. Landers for years. He was
such a fun friend and I will always remember the joy he spread to everyone. My
deepest Sympathy to Donna and all of your Beautiful Family.

January 26, 2020 at 12:00 AM

