Donald R. Cihak
January 29, 1935 - February 2, 2022

Donald Roe Cihak, 87, of Freeport, IL passed away Wednesday February 2, 2022 in his
home. He was born January 29, 1935 in Afton, IA the son of Lawrence Edward Cihak and
Velma Mae Ross. On June 14, 1958 he married Frances Siebel in Wilmette, IL. Don was a
1953 graduate of Creston High School and a 1959 graduate of Iowa State University with
a degree in Veterinary Medicine with honors. He practiced veterinary medicine in
Dubuque, IA from 1959-1965 followed by forty years in Washington, IL. His daughter
Debbie started practicing medicine in Dubuque in the 1990s and she would frequently
hear stories of her father’s work in the area decades earlier. Upon retiring Don and Fran
moved to Montana where they were able to achieve their dream of working on a ranch. He
served on the board of directors for the Illinois State Veterinary Medical Association and
the Woodford County 4-H where he found great joy in helping children. Don was very
active in 4-H. His hobbies included gardening, outdoor living and animals. Don and his
therapy dog Blue were very well known at FHN Memorial Hospital in Freeport.
He is survived by his wife Fran of Freeport, IL; three children Debbie (Jeff Becker) Cihak
of Glenwood Springs, CO, Paul (Dorine) Cihak of Leonardo, NJ and Brian (Wendy) Cihak
of Murfreesboro, TN; cousin Lois Clemens of Lufkin, TX; and four grandchildren Matthew
Ehrler, Katelyn Ehrler, Chloe Cihak and Christopher Cihak.
Don is preceded in death by his parents; siblings Leo, Gladys and Janice; and daughter
Dawn Cihak.
Cremation rites have been accorded. A celebration of life will be planned for a later date in
Washington, IL. The family would like to extend their gratitude to FHN Hospice and Don’s
caregivers Deb and Jeff for their care. A memorial has been established for CIRT (Central
Illinois Riding Therapy) and Wounded Warriors Project in Don’s memory.
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MG

We were new backyard neighbors of Don & Fran, moving in about 9 months ago;
we didn’t get much of a chance to speak with Don, but would wave whenever we
saw him outside.
My husband Bob got a chance to speak with Don a few times.
Fran & Don have rhubarb in their backyard abutting ours and Fran invited us to
help ourselves.
The only desert I made with rhubarb this summer was a rhubarb crisp mixed with
some peaches. Fran said Don really enjoyed it.
I was glad we were able to connect, if only for a short time.
Marianne & Bob Garvens - February 05 at 04:19 PM

MG

Oh yeah, and the rhubarb crisp had hickory nuts from our adjoining backyard. :-)
Marianne & Bob Garvens - February 05 at 04:23 PM

AM

Doc Cihak was my boss at Associated Veterinary Clinic in Washington, Illinois. But he
was more like a mentor and a friend. As I was a brand new veterinarian, he had to
show me all the ropes....and I could always call on him to come help when I was in
over my head with the work, even if it was 2:00 in the morning out in the freezing cold
on a farm somewhere. I am so blessed to have had the opportunity to know Doc. My
sincere condolences to all of his family.
Amy (Krell) Miller - February 05 at 11:31 PM

CB

To the Cihak family,our thoughts and prayers be with you. We met Doc when he came
to Washington Loved him and respected
him. Both of our sons worked for him, they learned so much, how to respect people
and the Veterinarian side. Thanks Doc!
Calvin and Diana Burroughs
cal&Diana Burroughs - February 07 at 09:35 AM

CR

Fran and family, our prayers are with you
It is so hard to lose a man like Dr
Cihak!
When Les and I were first married I got to meet the legend that was Dr Cihak and I
have to admit I was a little afraid of him! Ha!
As time went on though I looked upon both he and Les as my hero’s!
We have both lost very dynamic men in our life. There is no replacing Doc or my
Leslie!
Hope you have family close. I am in a mother suite in Abby’s house built at the old
cabin site in Congerville. Have two sweet grandchildren, Leslie Marie who is 10 and
Amos who is 5!
You are in my thoughts and prayers,Love, Carolyn Reel
Carolyn Reel - February 14 at 03:31 PM

JH

Such a loss to Don's family and friends! Our deepest sympathy. Don cared for all our 4
legged animals and became a good friend as well over the years. Will always
remember that pickup truck coming down the driveway 9:30 PM or later at the end of
his rounds to administer that shot or two to one of the horses. A more dedicated vet
would be hard to find. He was a legend.
Our best wishes to Fran in the loss of her partner, best friend and master gardener
cohort.
Joanna and Jerry Hotzler
Jerry and Joanna Hotzler - February 20 at 02:09 PM

MN

My friend, now deceased. Jerry McCord and I were juniors at Dubuque, IA and we
spent several weekends helping Dr Don. He was a special person. I,m turning 80 now,
but think of those times often. RIP Dr. Don.
Mike Neyens
Mike Neyens
Mike Neyens - March 26 at 10:18 AM

