Gene E. Reed
December 19, 1931 - December 9, 2020

Gene E. Reed, 88, of Cedarville, IL, died Wednesday December 9, 2020 at FHN Memorial
Hospital. He was born on December 19, 1931 near Afolkey, IL, the son of Donald and
Ruth (Rote) Reed.
Gene married Mary Kaiser December 19, 1953 in Cedarville, IL; she died October 21,
2016.
Gene went to Cedarville and First ward grade schools, and graduated from Freeport in
1949. He lived 77 of his 88 years in Cedarville. He worked at his father's Service Station
(Reed's) from 1949-1951. He then served four years in the Air Force. He returned in 1956
to work for his father. He purchased Reed's on January 1, 1967 and worked until August
of 2016. Gene played fastpitch softball from 1948 until he pitched his last game in 2010.
He helped form the Freeport Night Owls Softball team in 1967, and played with them
through the 1981 season. He played for many other teams including Messing & Becker,
Lena, and Cedarville. He also coached the Cedarville Grade School Basketball Team for
14 years. He was a volunteer fireman for 25 years and belonged to the American Legion.
Gene is survived by his son, John Reed of Cedarville, IL; sister-in-law, Norma Bawinkel of
German Valley, IL; brother-in-law and sister-in-law, Bob and Mary Kaiser of Flower Mound,
TX; seven nephews; and five nieces.
He was preceded in death by his parents; his wife Mary in 2016; and his daughter
Kathleen Reed in 1993.
Funeral services will be 11:00 A.M. Monday December 14, 2020 at Burke-Tubbs Funeral
Home, Freeport, IL, with Rev. Gavin Brandt officiating. A walk through vistation will be
from 10:00 A.M. until the time of service. Face masks and social distantcing will be
required. Burial will be in Cedarville Cemetery. A memorial has been established in Gene's
memory.

Comments

“

Material_candle_green_thumbnail - December 24, 2020 at 12:00 AM

“

Gene and John - great guys. Ran a great business. Always enjoyed going in there.
Was met with respect and friendship every visit. His wife was a peach. Great family!

December 20, 2020 at 12:00 AM

“

Reed Station my hang out for years as a kid, pinball ice cream bars and the best
company any kid could have: Gene and his dad. Remained close to Gene for the
remainder of his life. I loved that guy so, what an inspiration! He cared deeply for all
us younger guys, particularly the aspiring athletes: Wendell Cox, Butch Wagner and
the youngest, me. I played fast pitch in the Freeport City League with Gene and
Wendell one Summer, which Gene had encouraged and allowed, and for me it was
the most challenging athletic experience ever. Gene made it look easy; he was such
a stud, but always supportive, interested and steadfastly loyal to all of us. During
college, the US Army and after, every time I got back to Freeport, first thing I did was
to stop by Reed's to see Gene. What a guy! Rest easy, Gene, you were so wellloved, respected and appreciated. Miss you, man - - Ramer Holtan FHS '62

December 17, 2020 at 12:00 AM

“
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“

John, I'm so very sorry to hear of Gene's passing. You know you and family were my
family too as we grew up together across the drive way! I will never forget the days
we enjoyed eating Mary's great cooking and Fannie Farmers turtles! And you and
your dad changing our car radio channels to country music when we visited the shop!
You are in my thoughts and prayers. With deepest sympathy, Holly

December 15, 2020 at 12:00 AM

“

I remember spending a good bit of time at the station as a little girl while my dad
would visit with Gene, and of course, at the ball fields! He was a good man and a
good friend to my dad. John, I'm so sorry and send my deepest condolences. Christina (Anderson) Hetzler

December 15, 2020 at 12:00 AM

“

John, He will be missed by many friends and family. I'm sure the "Friday coffee
group" is holding a reunion. I wonder what "world problem" they are solving today.
With deepest sympathy, Gloria Howarth

December 14, 2020 at 12:00 AM

“

Gene and Mary Reed were real pillars of Cedarville: always friendly, supportive,
dependable, honest, and loyal. Mary rescued us many times when we lived in Timber
Hills, and Gene could always be counted on to rescue us at the station. Gene's death
comes shocking me today (12/14/20) as did Mary's. It's always shocking when
people of their caliber pass on and are gone from our lives. but, I'm sure both Mary
and Kathleen are welcoming him home, just as we are saying good-bye. So very
sorry, John, but know you'll carry on, for you're cut from the same cloth. Respectfully,
Mary Lockwood ,

December 14, 2020 at 12:00 AM

“
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“

So very sorry to hear this news. Bob and Mary Reed were good friends to my sister
Rosalee Rockman who lived in Cedar Cliff Carriage House for years. Besides being
good friends, the Reeds helped her with plowing her driveway and other good things.
She passed away 27 years ago in 1993, but I know she would join me in sending my
sincere condolences and love.

December 13, 2020 at 12:00 AM

“

John, you and your family are in my thoughts and prayers during this time of sorrow.

December 13, 2020 at 12:00 AM

“

What a wonderful, trustworthy man. Gene and his service station were a big part of
our lives. Please know the entire Joyce family sends our condolences.

December 12, 2020 at 12:00 AM

“

When I was a teenager I found an old church calendar in my mother's things that
listed parishioners birthdays. Out of curiosity I looked up my birthday and lo and
behold Gene's birthday was the same date. Now at that time my mother decorated
cakes and cookies for people and occasions and I talked her into making a birthday
cake for Gene and me. Then I got dad to drive me down to the station with the cake
and we surprised Gene. He was so tickled and surprised he opened the pop
machine and got a container of ice-cream from the cooler and we had a party. The
years I was away from the Cedarville area (service, college and raising our children) I
would send him a birthday card unsinged. One time after I had moved back to the
area I again took treats to the station and revealed I had sent him cards unsinged
and ha said "I always wondered who the hell sent me those cards." We both were in
the Airforce (at different times) and both worked electronics while there. Gene always
liked to discuss electrical vehicle problems with me because I understood what he
was talking about. Gene was One Of The Really Good Ones. God bless and good
by. Say hello to Mary and Kathy. Bob Zunker

December 12, 2020 at 12:00 AM

“

Played lot ball against Gene great guy had lot of fun. RIP Gene

December 11, 2020 at 12:00 AM

“

John, We are so saddened to hear of your Dad's passing. Growing up in Cedarville,
Mr. Reed and the station were just a part of our daily lives. Oh the memories of a
helpful, kind man with a hearty laugh I can still hear! His talent and skill kept the
Smith family's cars going for years but as we look back the true gift was the
friendship of a wonderful man and all the memories. The Smith boys recall him
coaching their basketball teams at Jane Addams school. As the little sister, I fondly
recall sitting on the stage watching Mr. Reed in a white T-shirt coaching away. May
the memories and stories of his impact on others provide you comfort in the days
ahead. Fondly, The Mill Street Smith Kids

December 11, 2020 at 12:00 AM

“

John, So sorry to hear of you Dads passing. I remember those days when he pitched
softball. Thinking of you, and hope all your wonderful memories will get you through
this difficult time.
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“

John, Sorry to hear of your dad's passing. I have vivid and fond memories of your
dad on the softball field as he was the very first pitcher I ever faced! It did not go well
for me. He was a delight and such a competitor. God Bless you and your entire
family sir. DeWayne "Bubba" Peebles

December 11, 2020 at 12:00 AM

“

John, Sorry to hear about about your dads passing. Lots of fastpitch memories. Keith
Meier

December 11, 2020 at 12:00 AM

“

John , Sorry to hear of Genes passing . Always enjoyed playing softball , with him
and against him .Always would take time to talk softball or anything else . Thoughts
and prayers to you and your family .
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“

I grew up in Cedarville, Reed's station was a landmark of the small town. Always a
smiling face in there. Gene and his wife assisted me with scholarships at Highland
while I pursued my nursing degree. Now I am a successful nurse practitioner in
Rockford. He will always have a place in my heart!

December 11, 2020 at 12:00 AM

“

So very sorry to hear this news. Gene was my very first fastpitch pitching coach taught me so much and always so patient and kind. I can still remember him meeting
Dad and I outside the station in Cedarville and Gene showing me just the right way to
grip the seams. I know he and my Dad are organizing one heck of a pick-up game in
heaven. Many prayers to you, John and blessings to your Dad's memory- he was a
wonderful person.

December 11, 2020 at 12:00 AM

“

Gene was a great man, a mentor to Charles and a wonderful friend to our family.
Fond memories of Night Owl travel games with your family. John, you have my
deepest sympathies and will be in my thoughts and prayers. With love - Ann Born
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“

We are so sorry to hear of Gene's passing. For decades, Gene was a friend of my
family, always willing to help with mechanical issues we encountered on the farm.
Many times, Gene and Mary plowed the snow from the long farm lane before the milk
truck arrived. He was a dear friend of my father, Robert Smith. Our sympathies to
John and to all his family and friends. We were fortunate to have Gene Reed in our
lives.

December 11, 2020 at 12:00 AM

