Helen E. DeWall
September 20, 1918 - September 28, 2016

Helen Esther DeWall, 98, of Forreston, died Wednesday, September 28, 2016 at Serenity
Home and Hospice in Oregon, IL
Helen was born on September 20, 1918 in Ontario, CA to Ralph and Edith (Buterbaugh)
Thomas. Moved to Illinois on World war 1 troop train in December 1918.
She grew up on her grandfather's farm north of Mount Morris and attended country school
for eight years and graduated from Mount Morris H.S. in 1936. She went onto graduate
from Heinz Beauty School in Chicago and then came to Forreston where she worked in
Hulda Trei's Beauty Shop. Helen and Henry DeWall were married following his discharge
from military service, on May 1, 1946 at the Church of the Brethren parsonage in Mt.
Morris by Rev. Foster Statler.
Helen was a member of Forreston Reformed Church and the Reformed Church Women's
Ministries. She also taught Sunday school for many years.
Helen is survived by her children, Dorinda (Michael) Breakwell of Dublin, OH and Dr.
Bradley (Kimberlee) DeWall of LeClaire, IA, grandchildren; Megan (Brandon) Smith,
Brittany Breakwell, Katherine DeWall, Kristina (Jeffrey) Romans, Anna DeWall, and
Zachary (Jennifer) DeWall; great-grandchildren; Sophia, Gabriel, and Rafe Romans, John
Henry and Laurel Hattie DeWall, and Harrison Smith; and many nieces, nephews, and
special friends.
She was preceded in death by her husband, parents, and two brothers, Grover and
Robert Thomas, and three sisters, Mary Barnhart, Florence Dietrich, and Ferne Gibbs.
Funeral services will be 11:00 A.M. Thursday October 6, 2016 at Forreston Reformed
Church. Visitation will be Wednesday from 5:00-700 P.M. at Burke-Tubbs Funeral Home in
Forreston. Burial will be in White Oak Cemetery, Forreston. A memorial has been
established in her name. Please visit www.burketubbs.com to sign her online guestbook
and to share memories.
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Farewell Aunt Helen! My memories of spending time at your home, admiring your
dolls, and listening to stories are forever etched in my mind. You always seemed
to be smiling. No matter what was going on at the time, the room was brighter
with you in it. I am so very grateful to have been able to see you when I came
home in August. You were gracious as ever, not bothered by the things you had
lost, but lifted by that which you still had. Thank you for sharing your time with me.
I have always loved you. I am sad to have you gone, but I know you are right
where you belong. You earned your spot in glorious eternity. So, until we meet
again.. farewell.
Sheri (Buttel) Tempel
Forget Me Nots - October 11, 2016 at 12:00 AM
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Dear Brad, Kim and the entire DeWall family,
We are so very sorry to hear of the passing of this very special lady in your family.
No matter how long you are blessed to have your mother, it's never long enough.
Treasure your memories and she will be with you everywhere you go everyday of
your life. Please know that our thoughts and prayers are
with you all.
Love, hugs and prayers,
Ron and Wanda Detwiler
Coffee and Cake - October 01, 2016 at 12:00 AM

