Henry Joseph Dammann
July 26, 1938 - April 5, 2020

Henry Joseph Dammann, 81, of Freeport went home to celebrate with the Lord on
Sunday, April 5, 2020. On a bright sunny spring day, he passed peacefully in his home
with his beloved family at his side, and Johnny Cash singing 'I Walk The Line' on the
country music channel. Henry was born July 26th, 1938 in Freeport to Carl and Harriet
(Jacobs) Dammann. He and his family were lifelong members of Bethany U.C.C.
On September 17th, 1960 Hank married the love of his life, Carol Grossenbacher of
Dakota. They were inseparable and would have celebrated their 60th Wedding
Anniversary this year.
With railroad tracks running through the backyard of his childhood home, Hank became a
rail fan at a very young age. Engineers came to know this young man standing by the
tracks. On occasion, they would let Hank climb up into the engine, and let him ride the
train back to the roundhouse. It came as no surprise that Hank went to work for Illinois
Central, his dream job. He loved riding the rails. He and Carol would often take day trips
into Chicago on Illinois Central's Land O'Corn passenger train. They loved being in the
city, whether it was the Chicago Auto Show, shopping in The Loop, or simply lunch at
Union Station.
On almost every summer weekend, Hank & Carol could be found boating on their beloved
Lake Waubesa in Madison. They loved being on the water together - waterskiing, fishing
and sunset cruises on the lake. The good life.
On September 15th, 1964, as Hank and his buddy Delbert were getting ready to head to
Milwaukee for a double header baseball game, Carol went into labor and their daughter
Laurie was born. Hank always called her his greatest blessing - even though she
interrupted his game day plans!
Soon after having their child, Hank left the railroad to be home more often. He began his
career as a metallurgist at Micro Switch, Plant 1 across the river. Later his office moved

over to Plant 2 downtown, and he eventually retired from Honeywell.
In their later years, Carol would pack lunches and they would head to Rochelle Rail Park
for the day. Dad would video trains and chat with other rail fans, while Mom would sit near
the car and work on her crocheting.
Hank's dream as a young man was to visit Cheyenne, Wyoming and watch Union Pacific's
Big Boy Steam trains climb up Sherman Hill, hauling freight to Laramie, Wyoming. By the
time he had the means to travel west, steam locomotives had been replaced by diesel
engines. Union Pacific re-acquired Big Boy 4014 from a museum and restored the
locomotive. In 2019 Hank's daughter Laurie took him to Clinton IA to 'chase' the Big Boy.
Hank was able to watch the engine slowly chug into the station and stop. After Big Boy left
the station, they hopped in the car and quickly drove to the Low Moor, IA crossing where
Hank was able to watch Big Boy steam by at full speed. With a big grin on his face, he
claimed that his lifelong dream had now been fulfilled.
Hank is survived by his loving wife Carol, of Freeport; daughter Laurie (Dennis) Ruthe, of
Freeport: granddaughter Jennifer (Reid) Mazanek, of Las Vegas, Nevada; grandson
Jordan Ruthe, of Sterling, VA; his lifelong best friend, Delbert Carley, of Freeport; and his
beloved longtime friend, Doctor Michael Merry.
Hank was the last living soul of his immediate family, predeceased by his parents; his
sisters Elsie and Charlene; his brothers Willis and Carl.
The family wishes to thank Dr. Michael Merry for his loving care and compassion
throughout all the years; his staff, including Laurie's 'back door' girls, Dena & Lori who
were always ready to help; FHN Hospice staff, especially our angels Brenda & Amy; and
Peak Medical Home Care, for helping fulfill Dad's wishes to be at home for his final days.
Due to the current state of the union, private family services will be held. Burial will be in
Dakota Cemetery. A memorial has been established in his memory. Please sign Henry's
guestbook and share a remembrance at http://www.burketubbs.com

Comments

“

1 file added to the album Obituary Wall

Burke Tubbs Funeral Home - October 14 at 10:13 AM

“

1 file added to the album Obituary Wall

Burke Tubbs Funeral Home - July 06 at 02:36 PM

“

Thank you Dave & Deb! I know you both meant a lot to my parents. And Deb I heard
they absolutely LOVED your chocolates! Thanks for your kind words, we appreciate
it.

April 14, 2020 at 12:00 AM

“

Thank you so much Kay!

April 14, 2020 at 12:00 AM

“

Hi Don, we know you were very special to Dad as well. We heard a lot of stories too!
I forgot to write that he was a pro cement man. Thanks for sharing your memories
about Dad with us, it means a lot!

April 14, 2020 at 12:00 AM

“

Hello Elizabeth, thank you so much for your kind and beautiful words of comfort. You
must have been in nurses training with Mom?! We all treasure those beautiful
afghans that she crochets for us. She makes it look so easy! Mom and Dad have
always done everything together. Will definitely be an adjustment for her. Love and
hugs to you as well.

April 14, 2020 at 12:00 AM

“

Hello Carol, and Laurie & family, I just received a note with the notice of your dear
Henry's passing. My sincere condolences, Hank was a very special man, The many
special times you've shared will become more treasured. Yet time does continue, as
I've found after the loss of Herman in 2000,after 40 years. then 6 years later I
married Duane, (we had 8 years) who passed ih 2014.
I treasure the memories of our times.
Will always remember with fondness the eimes in Cook county when you taught me
to crochet, I have you thank for the many hours I've enjoyed during the years using
these skills.
God be with you as you adjust, Family is a blessing. Hugs and much love. Elizabeth
Ukena, Schupbach

Forget Me Nots - April 13, 2020 at 12:00 AM

“

To Hanks family. My name is Don Tempel Sorry for your loss I consered Hank a good
friend. I worked with him in the cement buisness in the past . And he worked for me
one summer when he was layed off from Micro. We always had a good time visiting
about the good old times. Our last visit was at Wall Mart maybe 6 months ago. I will
miss those visits a friend.

April 12, 2020 at 12:00 AM

“

Carol, Laurie & family We are so sorry about Hank. He was such a great neighbor
and we have enjoyed him so much over the years. Our thoughts and prayers are with
you all.

April 09, 2020 at 12:00 AM

“

To Carol and Laurie and family, I absolutely loved and adored your precious husband
and father. His constant warm smile will remain in my heart forever. Blessings to all
of you and may all those wonderful memories carry you through this difficult time.
Kay Meinders

April 09, 2020 at 12:00 AM

“

Thanks so much Doug & family. Dad's at peace now.

April 08, 2020 at 12:00 AM

“

Words cannot express our feelings of loss , Uncle Hank you will be missed and there
big hole in our Hearts Douglas Dammann & Family

April 07, 2020 at 12:00 AM

“

Beautiful! Thank you so much for sharing your memories of dad! Yes, I forgot to add
that he did cement work with his dad!

April 07, 2020 at 12:00 AM

“

Just as his present picture shows, Hank (as I knew him) always had a friendly smile.
I learned much from him as we worked together in Material's Engineering
Department at Micro Switch. He was a very dedicated and loyal employee, always
wanting to do what was right in tests to accept metals to be used in our products. I
referred to him as the youngster since he was three days younger than me. However,
even being younger, he had a wealth of knowledge, For example, when I build my
garage I planned to make it 27' x 36' and he explained that one needs to round to
even numbers to avoid wasting a foot of building material. So, I build it 28" x 36" and
now always round to an even number. Yeah, I will miss Hank. He as a joy to work
with. He even reminded me that naught has the value of zero. I had forgotten this
fact but Hank never forgot it and also had many ideas. He too was once a cement
contractor before coming to Micro Switch and he had slick ways to calculate volumes
needed for a pour.
We will miss Hank but, since Jesus was a carpenter, So I am sure Hank will fit right
in. So, we offer our condolence to his family - including his grand kids.
Lynn and Sheryl Folgate

April 07, 2020 at 12:00 AM

