Beverly A. Haselhorst
May 14, 1949 - January 24, 2019

Beverly A. Haselhorst, age 69, of Freeport, Illinois passed away on January 24, 2019 after
a nine year battle with ovarian cancer. Born in Freeport on May 14, 1949, she was the
daughter of Robert I. Koch and P. Joyce (Kupersmith) Koch. Bev was raised on her
maternal grandfather's farm south of Warren where she also graduated from the Warren
High School in 1967. While attending the University of Illinois, she lived at the 4-H House
sorority. Bev earned James Scholar, Mortar Board, and Bronze Tablet honors and
received a B.S. Degree in Home Economics Education in 1971. She was awarded a
graduate fellowship at the University of Illinois and had a research assistantship in textile
sciences during her last semester on campus and upon graduating, received a M.S.
Degree in Textiles and Clothing in 1974.
She taught Family and Consumer Sciences (Home Economics) for 13 years at Dakota
Junior/Senior High School as well as teaching at Highland Community College part-time
for 4 years. Following her teaching positions, Bev worked part-time for 10 years as an
Educational Program Coordinator for University of Illinois Extension, Stephenson County.
Bev met her husband, Peter O. Haselhorst, while they were both students at the
University of Illinois. They were married at the Warren United Methodist Church on August
28, 1971. Bev and Pete lived primarily in Illinois as well as Arizona. When they were first
married, they lived in Mesa and Glendale, AZ while Pete attended Air Force pilot training
for the Springfield, IL Air National Guard. Since retirement, they have wintered in
Scottsdale, AZ which has been a great joy for them both.
Bev was an avid participant in various community service activities and received the
YWCA Women of Excellence Community Services Volunteer Award in 1991. She was a
member of Chapter LI, P.E.O., member and past-president of Delta Kappa Gamma
Women Educators, member and past-president of Stephenson County Home Economists,
and a past member of the Orangeville Educational Foundation. She and Pete enjoyed
memberships with the Highland Area Garden Club, Cedarville Area Historical Society, and
Freeport and Chicago Art Museums. While spending time in Arizona, they held

memberships with the Desert Botanical Garden in Phoenix and the Museum of the West
in Scottsdale. They regularly attended the Desert of the Hills Presbyterian Church in
Scottsdale, AZ.
She was an advocate for University of Illinois Extension and 4-H. Bev was a member of
the Stephenson County Extension Council, 4-H Superintendent, and recently completed a
9-year term on the Illinois 4-H Foundation Board.
Bev, alongside her husband Pete, supported the University of Illinois and was a member
of the University of Illinois Foundation and President's Council as well as the Rockford
Area Illini Club. They established an endowment and regularly awarded student
scholarship funds. They were also long-time season ticket holders for University of Illinois
Football which they enjoyed attending in the family airplane with Pete as the pilot.
Beverly is survived by her husband Peter, daughter Corinn (Dave) Carter of Canal
Winchester, OH, and son Bryce Haselhorst of Scottsdale, AZ as well as many other
extended family members.
A celebration of Beverly's life will be held on Saturday, February 9, 2019 in the Green
Room at the Wagner House in Freeport, IL. A gathering of family and friends will begin at
10 a.m. with a memorial service at 11 a.m. followed by a luncheon. All family and friends
are welcome. In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions can be made to the Illinois 4-H
Foundation. Please sign Beverly's guestbook and share a remembrance at www.burketub
bs.com.

Comments

“

Full Heart - February 07, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

Bev and I are cousins and about the same age. We attended the same schools and
university and for about twelve years we both were in southern Arizona at the same
time. Throughout many visits and events, I never saw Bev to not be pleasant and
positive and an exemplar of neatness and good order, and always forgiving of my
own less than perfect order. She will be greatly missed.

February 07, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

Large Basket Garden - February 07, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

Several years ago, we were introduced to Bev and Pete through a mutual friend from
the University of Illinois . We instantly became friends , spending time at their lovely
home in Freeport and meeting before or after Illinois football games. We also met in
Chicago to attend plays, art fairs or have dinner.
Never ever did we hear Beverly complain about her treatments or pain. She always
managed a cheerful smile despite all the challenges that she was facing - and Pete
was always there right by her side. She brightened a room with her positivity. We will
sorely miss that smile and energy and we will cherish the friendship of such a
remarkable woman that we were so lucky to have known.
Stanley and Marilyn Eisenstein

February 07, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

Bright, her sweet smile lighted up a room when she entered; humble, yet so very
accomplished;, gregarious, she found worth in everyone; quietly brave, she taught all
that knew her how to live with adversity.. A truly remarkable woman: how very much
we'll all miss her.
With deep sympathy to Pete and her beloved children,
Pat and Mary Lockwood

February 06, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

I knew Bev as a fellow member of the University of Illinois Foundation. I've always
felt that Bev was someone to emulate -- she was kind, smart, interesting and
thoughtful. I will sorely miss her conversation, friendship and positivity at the
Foundation annual luncheons. Bev was a beautiful person in every way.

February 06, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

Arrive in Style - February 05, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket - January 30, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

My deepest sympathy to your family. Beverly will be remembered by many who knew
her as a caring
compassionate lady who in her gracious ways touched many. Remembering the
strength that Bev used to journey through her final years. Many fond memories of
both Corinn and Bryce through their school years. Praying for peace for all. Lynann
Swinda

January 30, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

I met Bev and Pete about 2005 at a meeting of the University of Illinois Foundation.
We easily became friends, and I've spent many nights visiting from my home in
Seattle and staying at either of their beautiful homes in Illinois and Arizona (and, by
the way, also entertaining them in Seattle). Bev, forever full of energy, would always
have a full schedule planned while I was visiting....not because of my visit....that's
just the way Bev and Pete lived their lives. I always needed a few days back home to
recover from my "vacations" with them! But I've got a pocket full of memories of our
visits together over the years. One memory in particular will always stay with me. I've
spent a week or two for 8 out of the last 9 Februarys in Scottsdale with them. Indeed,
those visits encompass 8 out of my last 9 birthdays as well. Just before my first
birthday "in the desert", Bev asked me if I would like her to make anything special for
my birthday. I requested a pineapple upside down cake. So she made me one 8 out
of my last 9 birthdays! I won't ever again have a birthday without thinking of Bev.
Missing you Bev....and always will.

January 29, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

We are sorry to hear of Bev;s passing. We always enjoyed our chats way back when
Mike was coaching Bryce. May God comfort you now and forever. Mike and Paula
Cross

January 29, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

Deeply blessed to be one of Bev's 4-H House sisters Class of 1971. She was sweet,
smart, humble and so much fun! Her engaging smile, warm personality and gifts of
hospitality and organization made every thing she was part of a special event. God's
comfort to Pete, Corinn, Bryce and extended family.

January 28, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

We so enjoyed meeting Bev and Pete at various social events over the past several
years. Diana particularly enjoyed talking of the U of I, our mutual connections,
growing up in NW Illinois, etc. Beverly will be missed. We want to extend our
condolences to Peter and children and to the extended Haselhorst family. Peace be
with you all. Love, Daniel and Diana Saavedra

January 28, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

Bev was such a kind spirited and beautiful lady with a radiant smile....... I so much
enjoyed visiting with her at 4-H board meetings. My deepest sympathies to your
family.
Dean E. West

January 28, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

I have known Bev all of my life both as a family friend and a classmate at Warren.
She was a good friend and always set a good example for me and our classmates. It
was great to see Bev and Pete at our 50th class reunion in 2017. She remained
upbeat and that is how I will always remember her.

January 28, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

I was so saddened to hear of Bev's passing. She was such a kind and dignified lady,
and I enjoyed our visits over the years immensely. My thoughts and prayers are with
Pete, Corinn, Bryce, and extended family members.
Elaine McCabe

January 28, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

Bev was kind, humble and always interested in other people's lives and what they
were doing. She was one of the most positive, upbeat persons I have ever known.
She was brave and never complained about her cancer. Thank you, Peter, for being
her soulmate and awesome caregiver.
Marcia Robson

January 28, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

I so enjoyed knowing Bev. We shared several connections...I grew up in Carroll
County, worked in Extension in Whiteside County, and lived at 4-H House. She was a
wonderful mentor to so many. My sympathies to your family.

January 28, 2019 at 12:00 AM

