Gerald Ardell Harbach
April 12, 1929 - November 2, 2021

Gerald Ardell Harbach, age 92, died on November 2, 2021 at home. Gerald was born April
12, 1929 in Freeport, IL to Karl and Velma (Stotz) Harbach. He attended Flansburg
Country School and then Freeport schools. He was a football player and Golden Glove
boxer. Gerald graduated in 1947 from Freeport High School. In 1947 he joined the
National Guard and was part of the 3rd Division, 15th Infantry Regiment, George
Company. He was promoted to Sergeant First Class during his service. Gerald married
Isabell J. Campbell October 9, 1948 at Second Congregational Church in Rockford. They
moved to the family farm in Freeport in 1950 and were blessed with a daughter Sally.
Gerald was then called up to active duty in January 1952 for the Korean War. He served
on the front line from October 1952 to August 1953, specifically Outpost Tom and Harry.
Although he had multiple close calls, including being shot and multiple shrapnel wounds,
God watched over him and he lived through the war. In one situation, Gerald was one of
15 men out of 125 in his company that survived a particularly gruesome battle. Gerald was
nominated for two bronze stars and a silver star during his service. He accepted one
Bronze Star for his service in Korea.
Gerald returned to Freeport. He and wife Isabell went into the business of farming and
growing Harbach’s Meats with Gerald’s parents, Karl and Velma. Gerald worked on the
farm, raised livestock and promoted their business on his route into Freeport with Karl. He
expanded the farm and business through his whole lifetime. Gerald was active with the
Korean War Vets organizations both locally and nationally. He marched in many parades
in Illinois, participated in Vets Roll and laid a wreath at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier in
Washington, D.C. He was a member of the Stephenson County Board for 28 years. He
also played Santa Claus for 47 years for friends, family and Harbach’s Meats customers.
Gerald was a member of the Freeport Church of Christ since 1965. He loved God, his
family, his country, and his community and tried to show this through his service.
Surviving are his children Sally (Bob) Fleming of Naperville, IL, Bruce (Karen) Harbach of
Freeport, IL, Bradley (Susan) of Shannon, IL and Mitchell (Won) of Florida and one sister
Delores Moll of Shannon, IL. Also surviving are 15 grandchildren and 19 great
grandchildren. He is preceded in death by his wife of 71 years Isabell, one newborn son
Eric, and his parents.

Visitation will be held 4:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. at Burke-Tubbs Funeral Home on Friday,
November 12, 2021. The funeral will be 1:00 pm at Freeport Church of Christ on Saturday,
November 13, 2021. In lieu of flowers we encourage donations to the Freeport ROTC and
KWOA Chapter 150 (Korean War Veterans). Burial will be in Eleroy Cemetery. Please sign
Mr. Harbach's guestbook and share a memory at http://www.burketubbs.com

Events
NOV
12

Visitation

04:00PM - 07:00PM

Burke Tubbs Funeral Home- Freeport
504 N. Walnut Street, Freeport, IL, US, 61032

NOV
13

Funeral Service

01:00PM - 01:45PM

Freeport Church of Christ
1635 S Carroll Ave, Freeport, IL, US, 61032

Comments

“

The Robinson Family, Freeport, IL lit a candle in memory of Gerald Ardell Harbach

The Robinson Family, Freeport, IL - November 12, 2021 at 10:34 PM

“

We knew Gerry for many years. He once played Santa at our house for our sons.
We have purchased our meat from him for many years. You have our condolences.
He was a very special person. Bill & Margaret Donnelly

MARGARET DONNELLY - November 12, 2021 at 03:09 PM

“

Many Christmas Eve’s were spent waiting for “Santa Gerry” to arrive at our house.
Had a hardy Ho Ho Ho!
He always snuck up behind me and pinched my neck and said “ you been behaving
kid?”
My thoughts are with his family, he will be missed.
Good bye Gerry, say hi to my mom and dad!
Steve Schleich
Freeport, IL

Steve Schleich - November 07, 2021 at 02:01 PM

“

Jerry lighted up when see Isabel brother and sister coming family gathering on farm
we have many good times growing up even up north we have a blast time there with
family and devote Packers fan I will miss his jolly smile and hugs from him

Lori Chandler - November 06, 2021 at 09:21 AM

“

I remember Santa Gerry as a young kid and making Christmas all the more
memorable.
He would spend so much time with his friends and customers that I wondered what
time he ever got home? Gerry and my dad were both very long winded and would go
on and on about, well you name it! The world could sure use more Gerry Harbach’s.
To his family and the local community God Bless you all. Gerry, Gods speed on
angels wings, Rest In Peace, haven’t seen you in years but your passing brings back
so many warm memories.
Gary & Lynn Schleich, St. John’s, FL

Gary Schleich - November 05, 2021 at 04:52 PM

“

Sincere condolences to the Harbach family.
Lou Kubatzke

Lou Kubatzke - November 04, 2021 at 09:34 PM

“

Anyone who really knew Gerald was one blessed person. Several years ago my
father William, brother Bob and I were fortunate enough to go on one of his many
fishing trips up North. He insisted on doing most all the driving of his RV and to this
day I think he was afraid of who might “scratch up” this added family member! Just
kidding of course! I also have fond memories of visiting with his family and given
hunting privileges along with his brother-in-law, Ray, and Ray’s son David, when in
high school. I am sooo thankful that I can call Gerald both a friend and Christian
mentor in my life. Prayers for comfort, peace and wishes for only good memories for
the Fleming and Harbach families…. Love, Dan (and Nancy) G

Dan & Nancy Gaubas - November 04, 2021 at 03:03 PM

“

My thoughts and prayers go out to the Harbach family at this time. Bruce, I enjoyed talking
and visiting with your dad Sunday mornings at church when my Mom and Dad would
attend service. He was a special guy just the short time I knew him. It was never a problem
to drive outside of Freeport to get some of that great Harbach's meats. Love, John & Nancy
Chapman
John Chapman - Yesterday at 05:48 PM

