Janet K. Blankenhorn
November 16, 1940 - December 9, 2021

Janet K. Blankenhorn, 81, of Freeport, passed away on Thursday, December 9, 2021, at
FHN Memorial Hospital. Janet was born November 16, 1940, in Freeport, the daughter of
William & Lilyan (Strauss) Penticoff. She married Ronald Blankenhorn on September 18,
1960, at Trinity EUB Church in Freeport. She was a 1958 graduate of Freeport High
School as well as Rockford Beauty College. Janet spent many years as a hairdresser in
Freeport. Along with her husband, she owned and operated Floor Covering Plus for over
25 years.
A lifelong Freeport resident, she was a proud Pretzel cheerleader and a 65-year member
of Trinity/Harmony United Methodist Church. She was an avid bowler and golfer in her
younger years, and she enjoyed reading and playing bridge. She was a loyal fan of the
Chicago Cubs, Freeport Pretzel Football and Basketball, and the Highland Community
College men’s and women’s basketball teams. Janet loved spending time with her family,
which included two daughters, two sons-in-law, and four grandchildren. She loved
supporting them in any way she could, and she was always volunteering to bake their
favorite sweet treats.
Janet is survived by her husband of 61 years, Ronald; her daughters, Andrea (Mike)
Skarlupka and Lisa (Jim) Torrisi, all of Freeport; her grandchildren Nathan Skarlupka of
Dubuque, IA, Jenna Skarlupka, Cassie and Emily Torrisi, all of Freeport; sister Marilou
(Chuck) Dyson of Rock Island, IL; brothers Eugene Penticoff of Cedar Rapids, IA and
Richard (Kristy McCartney) of Freeport; brothers-in-law, Robert (Roylene) Blankenhorn of
Brodhead, WI, Gary (Diana) Blankenhorn of New Whiteland, IN; sister-in-law, Colleen
Blankenhorn of McHenry, IL; along with many nieces, nephews, and friends.
She was preceded in death by her parents, sisters-in-law Florence Penticoff and Beverly
Blankenhorn, and brother-in-law, William Blankenhorn.
Services will be held at Noon on Wednesday, December 15, 2021, at Harmony United
Methodist Church, 2600 West Pearl City Road, Freeport, IL. Visitation will be held from

10:00 am – time of service at the church. In lieu of flowers, a memorial will be established
in her name with monies being disbursed to local organizations.
Janet’s family would like to thank the staff of the Leonard C. Ferguson Cancer Center for
the amazing care every one of the staff provided her throughout her journey.
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DEC
15

Visitation

10:00AM - 12:00PM

Harmony United Methodist Church
2600 W Pearl City Rd, Freeport, IL, US, 61032

DEC
15

Funeral Service

12:00PM - 12:45PM

Harmony United Methodist Church
2600 W Pearl City Rd, Freeport, IL, US, 61032

Comments

“

Lisa sorry to hear of your loss. Sending prayers for your family

Arleta Gordon - January 19 at 01:22 PM

“

Gene and I were in the same class (1958) with Janet, those were the greatest years
and Janet was no exception. Janet always knew you no matter where she met you.
She had a smile that was contiguous, she'll be missed by many. Bless you Ron and
families as you travel this journey together.

Gene & Phyllis (Trickel) Goodsell - December 12, 2021 at 11:59 AM

“

Ron: We lost a good one here. You have my deepest sympathy for the passing of
Janet as she was always a great person to be around when we were in High School
at good old FHS. I think she was a member of the "Bulldogs", a group of gals at FHS,
and I just happened to be dating one of the gals in that group so we had lots of
laughs. So sorry. Take of your self, perhaps we will meet some time on one of my
visits to Freeport. Respectfully, Joel thomas Evers

Joel Thomas Evers - December 11, 2021 at 12:14 PM

“

My deepest sympathy to Ron, the Penticoff and Blankenhorn families. Janet was a
special lady!
Wanda (Parriott) Wittbecker

wanda wittbecker - December 11, 2021 at 10:07 AM

“

Janet was a beautiful person, inside and out. I first met Janet as a teenager; my
family and the Blankenhorn family were very good friends. My husband, Bob, and I
graduated with Gary and he was always special to me, we were like brother and
sister. After Bev's devastating death (she was my beautician at the time), I met Janet
and she became my beautician at the F.A.Reade Center in Freeport. I loved Janet's
smile and upbeat attitude. She and Ron made the ideal couple. Imagine my surprise
when I ended up working with their daughter, Lisa, at Newell Rubbermaid. And Lisa,
with all of her talent, was such a great addition to "my" (LOL) Newell Christmas
Programs at the Masonic Temple. I particularly remember the play where Lisa was a
part of the ladies, in poodle skirts, saddle shoes, and scarves around their necks and
they performed ... "MY GIRL"! I was just thinking about that the other day before I
heard of Janet's passing. What a circle of life we all have. Janet was a wonderful
mother, wife, businesswoman, hairdresser ... and then to read that she had been a
"cheerleader" ... it made me smile because I was a cheerleader a few years ago!
LOL To the Blankenhorn Family that I will forever hold dear, may God fill your hearts
and minds with all of the beautiful memories of a life well-lived ... Janet Blankenhorn!
God Bless! Marcene Meeks

Marcene Meeks - December 11, 2021 at 09:53 AM

“

Janet and I were classmates at FHS class of ‘58. Yet an other of our 58’ members of
our class we will hold dear in our heart and thoughts. My thoughts and prayers go to
her family. Janet was not only a classmate and a friend but she was part of my
family. Her older sister Marilou Penitcoff married my dear cousin Charles Dyson. At
our last reunion Janet walked up to me and said do you remember me I told her I
certainly do and would never forget her; Janet, rest in peace and comfort without
pain in our saviors arms.

Betty Morse - December 10, 2021 at 04:30 PM

